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1. Patient and Public Involvement 

Patient and Public Involvement (also known as user/lay involvement) in research is the formation of an active partnership between patients and/or public and researchers which can enable:

• Prioritisation of studies

• Design and management of studies

• Data collection and analysis

• Dissemination of findings

Thus PPI goes beyond simply having patients/members of the public as research subjects. By patients and the public we mean:

• People who use, or have used, health or social care services

• Informal carers and families

• Members of the general public

• Organisations who represent users of

NHS services and community groups

RDS London encourages patient and public involvement at all stages of research but especially in the early phases when studies are being designed. However, we recognise that until research has been funded, researchers have very little resources to be able to pay for user involvement.. In response to this, RDS London has set up an Enabling Involvement Fund (EIF) to facilitate the involvement of patients, carers, service users and the public in the design of health and social care research.  
2. Details of the Enabling Involvement Fund

All researchers who are designing research studies in health and social care can apply for funding from the EIF.  The sum of money (up to £350) can be used to:

· Cover the costs of setting up a meeting with a group of patients, carers, service users or the public (for example meeting room hire, refreshments)

· Reimburse patients, carers etc for their time and travel expenses (£20 per person)

We anticipate that most researchers will find these meetings very beneficial and will help form ongoing relationships with user groups that will be sustained throughout the lifetime of the research study.  It will also allow researchers to present a more compelling case for their study when submitting an application to research funding bodies.  This is particularly important as evidence of PPI is increasingly becoming a condition of funding. 

We expect that RDS London’s User Involvement Lead will facilitate these initial meetings.  We can of course help researchers find suitable user groups for your study.   Administration of the fund will be through the RDS London Core Team and reimbursement of costs will be made directly to participants. 

3. The Application and assessment

All researchers who would like to apply for funding need to complete our EIF application form.  An assessment will then be made based upon:

· The suitability of the project and it’s likelihood of benefitting from PPI

· The plans for PPI and their adherence to good practice

· The potential for sustainable PPI

4. Administration of the Enabling Involvement Fund

All applications will be acknowledged within one week and applicants will be notified of a decision within 4 weeks 

5. Evaluation
In order to evaluate the impact of the Enabling Involvement Fund we require that all recipients complete a short feedback questionnaire, 8 weeks and 6 months after being in receipt of the Enabling Involvement Fund.  RDS London may also collect views from the patient groups and service users that provided input into your study.
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